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Eledion Announcement for SWOT

Thisyea we will be having our yealy meding over the
Internet. Thiswill give members throughout the United
States the oppartunity to nominate and vote online for
the officers and board members of SWOT. Also votes
and naminations can also be taken by regular mail .

The nomination period will start in February 18, 203.
The cut-off date for nominations will be March 7,2003
There will be an online areafor the members to cast their
nominations for officers.

Voting for officials of the dubwill start March 16,2003.

Again thiswill be aonline process Voting deadline wil |
be March 31,20@. Results will be posted in the April
2003 rewdletter.

All positions and offices will be open for nominations.

Thefollowing positionswill be available:
Chairman

Vice-Chairman

Seqetary-Treasurer

4 - Board Members.

All club officers have the opportunity to runfor their
officethey now hold.

For those members that do not have the opportunity to
nominate or vote online, an areawill be put in the next
newsletter for members to nominate for and then vote

for the officers.

Please note the following:

1. John Petersen KM5ES will not be running for re-
election as Chairman.

2.NL7CO - DonRoss position as Board member has
been vacated.

Make sure you watch the Yahoo SWOT Page and The
Sidewinders On Two Message board for any other
information regarding this upcoming eledion. Please
direct your questions there as well.

73 John Petersen KM5ES

Editor:

A nominationform s enclosed onthe final page of the
Bulletin if youwith to mail to at my addresslisted uncder
SWOT Information.

Youmay E-Mail them to me &:
kasdwi @sbcglobal.net , voteswot @swotvhf.org or
kasdwi@swotvhf.org

The Chairman’s Cor ner
By John Petersen, KM5ES

Winter seems to till be hanging onwith snowfall herein
Oklahomatwicein the past week. But soonthe alling
of the spring weather fronts and tropo genings will be
upon s before you know it.

Thisyea we ae having our yearly SWOT meding
online so it will be available for 95 percent of our
membership. Thiswill give the membership a chance to
put forth their nominations for officers and bard
members of SWOT.

Please send your nominations in to the alitor of the
newsletter Art Jackson, KASDWI. Next months
newsletter will have the listing of the people up for
nominations of office. Send your email nominationsto
voteswot@swotvhf.org.

Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary Treasurer
along with 4 bcard members are up for election. Please
nominate and vote for someone who will you think will
participate and make the dub more active.

After thiselection | will be stepping down as Chairman
for SWOT. | have been Chairman since 1999.1 believe it
istime for new bloodin ou club dficids.

73to dl
John Petersen KM5ES
SWOT Chairman #3331

From the Editor’s Desk
By Art Jackson, KASDW!I

A month for r eflection and thinking ahead.

A Slow Month:

What happened to everybody?

Thelast month | have dl but begged for some feedbadk
fromyouall. | would say it was atrickle thistime.
Again, the inroads that have been made with this bulletin
could na have been aaccompli shed without your input.
So | plead orcemore... Help.

Sincel took over the pubicationin September 2001, |
have been able to donate much of my time (8-24 hous
ead month) to the processof writing and editing. You
have to appreciate that Oklahoman dialect!!

One of thereasons | was ableto gve it the time was that
| have been ontemporary retirement (unempl oyed)
during this period. The Human Resource Manager YL
has now dedded that it is highly unlikely that | will ever
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find employment in the field | was highly experienced
in. Sotherefore, it istimefor meto find anew career in
afield that thereisademandin, and | will fed | am
contributing something to society. To get there, | am
going to badk to schod, full-time. It will be tougher for
me to give you all the hoursin the future. | still will be
the Editor as long as the Club and new Chairman desires
meto beit. If someonewould liketo takeit over, |
would bewilling to passit on. In any case, | need you
al to make contributions to keep it fun and to inform.

Keep those aticles coming.

The Officer Elections:

Thisisyour chance to help shape our groupfor the
future. | have heard many goodthoughts onwhat
directions SWOT nheedsto follow. We need your inpu,
ideas, and contributions to continue. So if youare
nominated, please acept it. Also, | do nd think anyone
would object to you naminating yourself.

| will be accepting the nominations viamy email
addresses and here at the home address | will post and
attempt to inform you all through bah the websites each
nominationasit isreceived. | would appreciate that you
inform the nomineebefore submitting it to me.

| sure hope al my mailboxes are full.
Witness to the Columbia Tragedy:

On February 1% | was hoping to see quite aspectacle
here in Dallas/Fort Worth. Usually on a Shuittle science
misson, the inclination of the orbit islow enouwgh to be
treated to a spectaaular site when it finally lands at Cape
Canaveral. Asit entersthe aimosphere, it leaves quite a
vapor trail from horizonto horizon. It is a perfect meteor
trail and has been reported to produce dmost Sporadic E
gualitiesif you pant the antennaalong it.

The night before, | loaded the latest Keplerian elements
into the Satellite tradking program. Thelocal TV
stations confirmed ontheir evening newscasts that we
would seeColumbia s return the next morning.

| got upalittle ealy Saturday morning and checked in
with Don’'s (K5LOW) Net. It was absolutely beautiful
here with mil d temperatures and crystal clea skies. The
wife and next-doar neighbar were going on a shopping
escgpade. Them, and a number of other neighbars were
al outsideto seeit. | had also had the computer hooked
upto NASA TV onthe Internet. It was announced on
TV hereto expect it at 8:03 AM. Several minutes before,
we were outside awaiting the return.

| was focused onthe horizon to my west, because from
thereiswhere | had witnessed its return before. Right at
8:00AM, thewife says“Thereitisl”. It wasdirectly
overheal.

Almost immediately, for a split second, my attention was
drawn to asmall singletrail separate fromthe main ore.

| caught up with the main trail just as it began to break
apart into multiple ones. It al quickly disappeaed
behind the trees and into sun. There was no cbubt that
something was terribly wrong.

I quietly mentioned to the wife that something didn't
look right and promptly ran into the house. Oncein, |
watched and listened to NASA TV for their “UHF Com
Ched” requests and prayed that there would be a
response. At 8:04AM, alengthy sonic boan was head.
Finally, at about 8:14AM, the news channels broke in to
annource that Columbia was overdue.

If you dd na know daready, threeof the seven
Astronauts were Hams: Kalpana Chawla KD5ESI,
David Brown KC5ZTC and Laurel Clark KC5ZSU.

Columbia had a quite ahistory with Ham radio. Who
can forget the entire Ham world attempting to contact
Owen Garriot-WS5LFL in December 1983. He was the
first Ham to operate directly from Space Yourstruly
made his first Shuttle QSO with WA4SIR Ron Parise,
also onbaoard Columbiain December 1990. Plus, a
number of Padket setups were caried onboard anda
large number us had a chanceto communicae with it.

Say a prayer for the seven brave souls that were onboard
and their families. We dl hope for adetermination and
correction of the caise s well as a spealy resumption of
space exploration.

Recap:

Many thanks go ou to Larry WE6OMF for his
contributions this month. Also John KM5ES and Tip
WASUFH provided us atidhit.

73 s Art Jadkson KASDWI #2497



Reap of 2002 Activities NorCal SWOT
Chapter
By Larry Hogue, W60OMF

Ned to take alittletime and say hello to all the SWOT
Members... Art is pounding away at filling the
newsletter and | will try my best tofill a wuplelines...
Thanks Art...

NORCAL Memberstook 2002 ly Storm and increased
membership... Can't beat that can ya... Many of the
members nat only rallied for the Organization, kut came
to the band with as much enthusiasm.

Our yea started with a“Worked All CM98 Sub Square”
contest and had many of our groupgathering AA thru
XX Sub Squares... Our Rover of the yea ended up
being John,KC6SEH, #3228. His suppat was the best
of the best... Johnwent home with the big trophy.
Thanks John

Plaques were awvarded to fixed gperators KAG6CHJ,
#2724 ,Paul ended up with 452sub squares grids on 144
MHz (1% place) and 442sub squares grids on 42 MHz
(1% place). Bob, K6HEW, #3286 came up with a
claimed score of 156 sub squares grids on 50MHz (2™
place), 180 sub squares grids on 144MHz (2™ Placse,
and 152sub squares grids on 432 MHz (2™ place) and
Ken, W6IZU, #3290came avay with 50MHz sub
squares grids of 394 (1% place), 144 MHz sub squares of
419 (2" place) and 432MHz sub squares grids of 352
(2™ placd. So asyoucan see agrea start to 2002...

The Gathering at M2 went with a great Swap Meet and a
wonderful introductionto the Plant. The Gang at M2
presented us with great doar prizes and offers of great
dedsto help with those upgrades... We will be doing
the same again this year on the 29" of March beginning
at 9AM in Fresno. Come on by and enjoy the gang and
have Lunch...

Out gathering in September went without a hitch and
over 125 rams and their families showed upto grip and
grin... Looking forward to another great gathering this
yeda... Bob, W6BO, #3395and Janet, KG6FFL, #3396
came flying in with his 1948 Bell 47 helo and presented
us with agreat Air show... Oh, and the Hot air ball oons
were floating down the valley presenting us with a

kal eidascope of colors.

Decamber’ s meding went as another gathering to beat
all gatherings... We @n seat 75 in the room we reserve
andthey came andfilled that plus ¥z of the front...
Standing room only for annourcements and drawings...
M2 donated to the SWOT gathering in the form of M2
bucks and we drew two prizes, one for $150went to

WB6G, Gary, #3282and $3 went to Paul, KAGCHJ,
#2724...A sidebar! Gary has noneed to make ay
additions to his station antennas at thistime and donated
his $150 back to NORCAL and we will have ancther
drawing at the Jun Breakfast for NORCAL members...
$100and a $50 dawing of M2 bucks. So NORCAL
members heals up, you reed to be aurrent with your
dues and you do rot need to be present to win... Just
make arangementsto pick themup... I'll make sure the
word gets out... Thanks to all and espedally to Gary...

Weéll enuf of my rambling, it’stimeto get the house
cleaned, Sue will be homein abit and you know thereis
never adull moment in the life of a House Husband...
Perfed Jobfor listening to theradio... hi hi  For now |
wish you al well and hqe your 20 isagreat onre...

73 from the Home of Sue, K6SUE, #162and Larry,
WG60OMF, #155

The December Gathering and a “Short

Snort” from the Nor Cal Chapter
By Larry Hogue, W60OM F

Just talking with a Southern Friend on the Twisted Pair
and he made acomment that he had not seen anything
onthe Decamber gathering...I' ve most probably goofed
andjust thowght I' d sent it along... Sorry abou... so here
iswhat wrote and must have not sent... Damn | hate
getting old...

To dl of our Amateur Friends:

With the fog settled into the valley, 32 members of
SWOT NORCAL Chapter camein from the mist for our
gathering at Bakers Square. A tota of 76
SWOT/WSWSSfamily members showed with 65being
Hams and 11Family.

All the NORCAL SWOT/WSWSSTwo meter Net
Controls were in attendance, Bill, KF6BXH, SWOT
#3206,Paul, SWOT #2724 KA6CHJ and me
SWOT#155.

Our furthest traveler was Larry, K6HLH, SWOT #880 o
Lancaster, CA. Our Y oungest member was Zak Selk,
KGBHVY SWOT#3356. Our oldest (well, of those
willing to admit their age) was KEGINT, Marv, SWOT
3392at 81yeasold. Well dore Marv. Goodliving.

WSWSSPresident, Bill Fredson, KD6LTB wasin
attendance and addressed the group asking a Conference
Chair (WSWSS2003). Contact either Paul, KA6CHJ or
Larry, W6OMF if youwould like to voluntee.
Remember we' |l help!



Treasurer, Paul Hammer, KA6CHJ came and presented
Certificates for participation in the WSWSSnets. The
WSWSS222 Net Control, Bill, WAGQAK,

SWOT#1497was there, andrall ying the 222 qerators.

Donatorsand winners..
We oouldnt make it without their help. Thanks from the
bottom of our hearts.

M2 - SWOT only

$150M2 Bucks, won by WB6G, Gary Y oungs
SWOT#3282

$50M2 Bucks, Won by KA6CHJ, Paul Hammer
SWOT #2724

SWOT MEMBERS - SWOT only

3 eath 2Meter HO Loops, Won by WD6CHL, Vern
Roberts, SWOT#1431,KEGINT, Marv Lemburg,
SWOT#3392,and AC6DC, Wil Dees, SWOT#847.

DOOR PRIZES.Licensed Amateurs only, doretors and
winners WAGJQV, Bab.

TEMPO 2020HF rig, 2010V FO, and Spedker. Won by
K7NOM, Bill Janssen, SWOT#3307

SWOT, SUE, AND LARRY -
MFJ-18248B All Band Mag Mount Mohile 25-1300
MHz, Won by W6HMB, Tom Snyder.

Communicaions Waist Pack (Fanny Padk) 5 storage
compartments Won by K6DME, Ruff Gunn, and SWOT
#3352

Digital Multimeter 15 Ranges, won by KD6QDG, Fay
Alexander.

KJ6K O, Greg.

2 EA 50ft lengths of 7/8 Hard-line. And one set of
conrectors, Won by W6PJJ Don Righello and WERWL,
Ralph Lucas, SWOT#3412. A set of connedorswas
added to thisrun by KM6QJ, Travis Selk.

KJ6K O, Greg.

2EA inline5 watt DC to 2200MHz 30DB and 2EA 5
wattsin line variable (in 1db increments Attenuators.
Won by KF6KY B, Carla, KC6DFA, Ernest, KB6WAB,
Don, SWOT#3398 and KF6FJL, Darrin, SWOT#3355.

Mystery prize. (Donation drawing) Doneted by Larry
and Sue.

Won by KE6TWR, Pete Spencer. The mystery ended up
being an IC-720and the matching Power Supply, PS35.

Wonderful gathering hoping to seeyou al at M2 this

spring. Larry and Sue

Short Snort:

A small band of the NorCal Chapter Gang gathered in
the Orville aeato have lunch and tell afew lies... Those
attending this rare and elusive gathering were, K6SUE,
Sue SWOT #162, KF6BCH, Wayne, #3172, KEGEV X,
Tom, #3161 KEBINT, Marv, #3392 KF6PIU, Bill,
#3301 ,KC6SEH, John, #328, KF6ELU, Blake, 3263
and Myself W6OMF, #155...

It was obvious from the start that the first Liar didn’t
stand a dhance, but Sue prevailed and we dedared her
the winner with “I’m only 39"

We enjoyed awonderful drive and site seeing run as
well as wonderful people sharing a part of their day...
Thanksto all for coming...

On the drive home we were in the aea of W6BO, Bob
#3395and KG6LL F, Janet #33960f Tudor, CA and had
agrea visit with them... Yajust gottatry her Carrot
Cake and Apple Pie. Oh my, Oh my... What away to
go... hi hi

73 Larry, W6OMF-Sue, K6SUE

Do You Remember When?-

TheJune 1987 ARRL VHF Contest
By Art Jackson KA5SDWI

As | had mentioned in an article last year, | would write
abou past band opening events here on 2Meters.
Again, | invite youall to share your experiences and |
will put them in the bulletin. The purpaose of these
articlesisto let the newer 2 Meter SSB operators of how
much excitement you can find here.

On this go-round! will share with you the absol ute best
Sporadic E opening that | have experienced of my 20
yeason 2Meter Sideband. The opening occurred
during the ARRL June VHF Swveepstakes of 1987. A
number of firstswould occur. It shoud be atestament to
all VHF/UHF enthusiasts to aways be available for this
contest, asit isthe best opportunitiesto have extremely
productiveresults. Thisarticle will include my dired
experience and excerpts from a QST Above 50MHz
column. So let’ s begin.

1987was an eventful yea for me personaly. The Ham
Hating YL had finally etched the letter “X” in thetitle
and | was going through a not so pleasant divorce.
Being the wage earner, | had to pretty much give up
anything | owned confirming that in a cmmunity
property state that what is hersis hers, both of yoursis



hersandfinally what isyoursis hers! Although the
marriage was down the tubes, the one thing that we did
not have was debt and children. Plus, | got to keep all
my radios and the rented hause!! Needlessto say, | was
onthereboundand finaly getting my interests badk to
Ham radio. | had pretty much disappeaed for 4 months
during the debacle, but oncetheissues had been settled
andfinal papers sgned, it wastime to get with the
program.

| attended HamCom in Arlington Texas on June 6, 1987
with the intention o purchasing a few improvements for
the shadk. So onSaturday morning, | purchased (with
the Credit Card) anew RF Concepts 317 amplifier. |
had been using a borrowed Mirage that put out 100 watts
into the simple 14-element HyGain at 25feet. It wasa
beginning at least. Sunday morning (bad then it was
an all weekend event) inthe fleamarket, | raninto a
fellow VHF er sdlling out his gation as he was moving
up nath. Being atight wad in my persona ordeal, | had
managed to buld upanice @ash reserve. Out on the
table was a good condition Drake TR6 6-Meter rig. |
couldn’'t resist. | had to haveit. Thelawyer had already
been paid off andthe final settlement check had been
agreed upa and issued.

Why would | want a 6-Meter rig? | love E Skip andit is
agrea way to tell what could happen on2-Meters, if it
makes it that far. | had always enjoyed working Eson
10 meters and especialy the occasional andrare 2 Meter
ones. | had worked 6 at Field Day a muge of yeas
before and had aball. What better than to enjoy thase
new “E” opportunitieson 6Meters. Last but not leagt, |
had aready built the antenna, a 4-element %2 wave
spaced Quad.

During the week following HamCom everything got
hodked upandtested. My signal was much improved on
2 Metersand 6Meter TR-6 was doing thejob. So now |
am realy to tackle the June VHF Swveepstakes.

The event began quetly on 1800UTC Saturday June 13,
1987. | started it out working a number of the locals and
adjacent gridson 2Meters, 6 Meters was dead asa
doarnail. For afew hous| spent my time working line-
of-sight on 6and 2 when out of the blue out 5:00PM
(Central time), the “E” light switch got turned on. The
outlying Northeastern and New England grids began to
show up on6 Meters. For an hour | picked upafew
niceraregridson 6 Things slowed dovn arounda half-
hour or so (I was probably feeding my face. Then just
around 6:30PM something turned on the “E” light switch
onto ExtraBright!! !l

Now the Northeast, Atlantic States, Ontario and the
Midwest started to appea in mass 6 Meters sounded

like 20 Metersduring Field Day. Within 4 hours of the
beginning of the opening, | had worked 50Grids on 6
Meters. Most of the stations | was working were 1000
mil e plus and were spread out from 50.100to 50.250
MHz. Only occasionally would a shorter distance
QSO'soccur. 2Metersjust would na open. From 8to
9 PM, | worked over aQSO aminute on 6Meters.
What a nice entranceto a new band!!

The opening shifted from the northeast, to north, and
then to west as the evening hours wore on. It seemed
that as one area of the curtry would fade out, a new one
would appeared. Asthe opening drifted westward well
into the evening, the Southeastern states appeaed for the
first time. By 1:00AM inthe morning, all the stations |
was hearing | had worked before. So | cdled it anight
with 160 QSO’'sin 96Gridson 6Metersand orly 30
QSO’'sand 10 grids on 2Meters. According to a
number of others, 6 Meters may have never closed down
that evening.

| woke up at the aadk of dawn and started working
some 2 Meter Tropo. Good conditions were aoundas |
got to work a number of stations approximately 200-300
mil es away with not too much effort. The new amplifier
on 2Meterswas doing afine job. | switched to 6-
Meters and foundsimilar Tropoconditions as | worked a
few there. Tooearly for E skip, or so | thought!!

At 8:15AM (Centra Time), 6 Meters becomes dive
again to East and East-Southeast. A half-hour later, 6-
Meters opens to the West. | quickly worked 4 rew grids
to bring thetotal to 100. 6 Meter VUCC in 20 hours
total (4 of them | was deqing)!!! It seamed like the
exact same aonditions as the evening before, except
maybe more southerly thistime. Signals were ariving
from bath coasts. Once again | was amerced in 6-
Meters. The distance of the contactsdid na appear to be
getting shorter, but the activity on 6wasintense. At
9:40AM the phorerings. It is Gene WD5FDL.

2- METERS HAS OPENED!!!! My focus had changed.

Sure enough, 2Meters was alive and kicking and
somewhat relaxed. Excellent S9+40dbsignals. It
wasn’'t crowded as | think most were still on 6 Meters or
deeping. The 2-Meter E opening started between here
in Dallas/Ft. Worth and all of Florida. You could tell
that this one was going to be agreat opening. Signals
were not fading in-and-out, they were staying in there.
Abou a half-hou into the opening, conditions had
shifted north and west into Southwest Georgia. That
was the first time for me to work that areaof the U.S. on
sporadic E.

As the minutes wore on, the opening seemed to be
intensifying. No real signs of letting up. At 10:50AM,
6



off the badk of the yagi, in the midd e of Northern
Florida and Southern Georgia stations, | hea a XE1
located in Northern Bgja. That was afirst for me. | had
never had | heard both coasts at the same time!! !!

Despite working the XE1, the 2 Meter opening stayed
keyed onthe esst coast. For 40 more minutes it would
remain opentothe eat. | felt | had worked abou
everyone on 2Meters on the East Coast. When at about
11:35AM the Las Vegas, Nevada areaappears. This
time the West Coast staysin. For 20 minutes Nevada,
Georgia and Florida are competing for room on 2
Meters. At 11:49AM, | completed a QSO with KI3L/5
in DM55, about 700 miles. For 2 Meters, thisisvery
short for Es. Still, 2 Meters was open to the esst. |
managed to work a mupde more in Central Florida.
Right at noon, 2Meters closed up. 2 housand 20
minutes of excitement.

6 Meters was gill open and remained that way
throughout the afternoon. | took a pause aound 300
PM to grab agoodmed. When | returned, it hadn’t
slowed abit. 6 Meters continued to have moments of
high intensity into the evening hours. Nea 9:00PM
Sunday, it looked like 2 Meters would gpen upagain,
this time to the North Central U.S. | head severd
increases of background nases and accasiona pings of
signals. No luck thistime.

6 Metersremained extremely intense. Thefina hour of
the contest (9-10PM Central) | made 56 QSO’s and
collected 11 new grids on 6Meters. It wasthe only time
in my 24 yeas of being a Ham that | wanted a contest to
end. | was hoarse and exhausted. Everyone elsewas as
well. When it ended at 10:01PM, you could hear apin
drop.

Thefinal results of the contest was 294 QSO’'sin 142
gridson 6Metersand 70QSO’sin 30 grids on 2Meters.
| have yet to have a a productive weekend since.

Success was definitely not limited to me. A number of
VHF/UHF DX'ing firsts happened duing this opening.

2-Meter Double Hop E’s— Extremely Rare:
WAT7JTM from the top of Mt. Graham, AZ DM52
worked W5HUQ/4 and N4AATM nea Jadksorwville, FL
EM90 and WUA4E in SE Georgia.

WBA4SLM in EM82 Centerville GA worked N7CKE in
Phoenix AZ DM33whose 25 Watts and 8Element Y agi
produced S9 signals.

NI4Z in OrlandoFL worked W7Cl AZ DM 34.
KD4WF Savannah GA worked NW70 in Las Vegas
NV. The QSO was measured at 1976.6Miles!!!!

To my knowledge, this has only occurred one more time
since then.

First 220MHz Sporadic Es:

After anumber of failed attempts, John Maoore
W5HUQ/4 and Bill Duval KSUGM completed the first
known 22MHz Sporadic E contact at 1544UTC. John
was running only 25 Waitts to a single Boomer.

Epilogue:

In my 20 dusyeason 2Meters, | have never
experienced another 2 and 6 Meter as intense and aslong
asthisonewas. Infad, thelast half of June 1987was
probably the most concentrated period d E's ever
reported. Mgjor Trans-Atlantic and Hawaii to West
Coast 6 Meter E QSO's were mmpleted. On June 30", 2
Meters would light up again to the Northeastern states.
The QSL's | aqquired from this opening put me over the
topin getting my 2 Meter VUCC (#237).

The moral to the story.... Be ready and avail able next
June, especiadly the VHF Contest. You rever know
what can happen.

You have astory? Shareit with us.
73 sArt

Results 2003 North American M eteor

Scatter Contest
From Tip Tipton, WASUFH

A very goodturnout for thisyea’s Meteor Scatter
Contest.

First Line:
Cal | Gid Ti me 50 144 222 Pts
Second Li ne: Total - Total -

Gids Score Bands

Low Power Single Band

WS EN61 CST 16/ 16 16
16 256 A B
K3JT EMD9 EST 12/ 12 12
12 144 A
VA3SNFA FN25 EST 9/ 8 9
8 72 A
AF40 EMB5 CST 8/8 8
8 64 B
KR70 DMVD7 PST 9/7 9
7 63 B
WA3LTB EN92 EST 5/'5 5
5 25 B
WB2FKO* DVb5 MST 5/ 5 5
5 25 B
K7MDL  CN87 PST 2/ 2 2
2 4 B, C
* Rover activiated two grids
Hi gh Power Single Band
KOPW EN34 CSsT 48/ 43 48
43 2064 B
K1SI X FN43 EST 25/ 24 25
24 600 A
WB2SI H FN31 EST 8/8 8
8 64 B



wWzC FN42 EST 8/8 8
8 64 B
NOUK EN34 CST 6/ 6 6
6 36 B
KB4FQ FM4 EST 1/1 1
1 1 B
WA3DRC FN20 EST 1/1 1
1 1 B

LowPower Multi -band

VBKI FMR9 EST 15/15 3/3 18

18 324 A B
N7CZz DN47 MST 5/5 1/1 8

6 48 B, C
NOVBR  EN54 CST 5/5 1/1 6

6 36 A B
K2OvS  FN30 EST 1/1 3/3 4

4 16 A B
KBOUMT ENS50 CST 3/3 1/1 4

4 16 A B

Hi gh Power Milti -band
K5CM EMR5 CST 16/13 27/26 2/2 49

41 2009 A B C
NBAI A EN82 EST 10/ 9 77 1/1 20
17 340 A B C
KOAWJ  EN37 CST 5/'5 11/ 11 16
16 256 A B
WUWB  EL17 CsT 12/10 1/1 15
11 165 B, C
N3RN FN11 EST 6/ 6 4/ 4 10
10 100 A B
Low Power Single Band
WASUFH EL19 CsT 4/ 4 4
4 16 A B
NIRW  FN54 EST 3/3 3
3 9 A
KB3EDF FML8 EST 2/2 2
2 4 A
NJoU EN71 EST 2/2 2
2 4 B
Hi gh Power Single Band
K2TXB FM29 EST 19/ 17 19
17 323 B
KOKNW  EL95 EST 14/ 14 14
14 196 B
KIUHF  FN31 EST 9/9 9
9 81 B
LowPower Multi -band
WBPAT EN81 EST 8/7 1/1 9
8 72 A B
H gh Power Milti-band
K1JT FN20 EST 20/20 21/20 41
40 1640 A B
K7I CW DM26 PST 5/5 2/2 11
7 77 B, C
N8CC EN83 EST 1/1 8/7 9
8 72 A B

Bands: A - 50; B - 144; C - 222; D - 432

On theWorld Wide Web

A few sites Weak Signal operators may be interested in.
Send in your favorite sites and they will be listed here.

East Tennesse DX Asxciation — Sponsor of all the
VHF/UHF Sprintsthisyear:
http://www.etdxa.org/

VHF/UHF Contesting Calendar:
http://pages.infinit.net/ve2pij/ca endar.html

Excdlent list of VHF Software and Hardware Links:
http://www.alltel .net/~wb5apd/vhfuhf.html

VHF/UHF Mailing List
http://www.hamradiousa.net/\VV HFUHF/

K15DR —Scott Peder son’s January Contest Rover
effort:
http://www.ki5dr.com/JanV HESweep.html

DX Reports January 15-February 14
By Art Jackson KA5DW!I

Aurora:

Reported on 01/25-26, 01/30, 02/02 and 02/04.

Meteor:

Sporadic E:

As expected, none reported. Still afew good openings
occurred on 6 Meters. We all hope thiswill reappear in
May.

Tropo:

Thefollowing areas of the U.S. reported enhanced
conditions on the days stated:

West Coast States: 01/25 & 01/31

East Coast States: 01/16

Southeastern States: 01/19, 01/31, & 02/02-4, 02/12 &
02/14

Mountain States: 01/30

Gulf States: 01/31,02/02-03, & 02/12

Midwest: 01/19, 02/01

Central Plains; 01/19, 01/29. 01/31, 02/01-02

Best Opening:

The big event of the period occurred on Saturday,
February 01 through Sunday evening, February 02.

A upper air high pressure ridge devel oped from Mexico
northward towards Oklahoma as slowly approaching
surface fronts from the North and the Pacific stalled.
The end result was excdllent conditions from West
Texas to Oklahoma, east towards Tennessee, Southeast
to Georgia and finally south to Florida. Sunday evening,
DX conditions across the Gulf of Mexico was
outstanding. Signals from Dallas/Fort Worth to Tampa
Bay were at times 40-60dB over S9.



Weather Maps.

First Chart- Surface Map:

Note the stalled fronts. Strong southerly inflow and a
pronownced surface-high presaure system over Florida
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Seaond Chart 850Mb Height/Temp (Higher elevation
approx. 10K fed.):

Note the high pressure ridge from Ohio all the way down
to the southwest of Mexico
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Third Chart — 500 Mb Height/Temp (Approx 18K Fed ):
Note the high pressureridge & the even higher dtitudeis
further West, from North Dakota to Mexico.

X1 Lo | for I77 2

h ! PN e

The pattern of high pressure ridges drifting westward
with rising heights usually will | ead to extremely good

condtions from the highest ridge towards to | owest
ridge. Inthiscase West Texasto Floridaand every area
in between.

Central Radar: .

Note the extended grourd clutter. The echoesto the
northeast to south-south-east are all false ones. Signals
were outstanding at that time.

Souces: DX World 144 Propagation Logger and SMOT
GroupPage

What to expect Februaryl5-March 15:
Thisisthe best timeto do those major projects.
Meteors:

No major showers occur till April. Still WSIT FSK441
will produce anple chancesfor QSO’s. Schedules will
be your best bet. There ae agood number of small
showers to give you an opportunity.

Aurora:

We dtill occasional periods of geomagnetic adivity as
well aslarge corona holes. Look for 02/19-20 and
03/04-05t0 be ative.

Be sure to monitor Today's Space Weather and
Spaceweather.Comfor possible events.

Tropo:

The El Nino actually badked off abit in late January and
ealy February. Unfortunately, it has showed badk up.
Tropodevelopment along the coasts will be the best
oppatunities. Look for upper air high-presaure areas
developing in the Gulf of Mexico andin Mexico to
trigger agood opening.

E-Layer Propagation:

Other than aurorainduced Es, nothing here until May.
M oon:

Best days: 02/16-17, 0315-17

Good diys: 02/18-21, 0302 & 14

Bad days: 02/25




Based onlow sky naise and path loss readings (DEGR)
lessthan 3dB. Bad days are those with a 10db plus
reading.

L unar, Solar and Astronomical Events
Lunar: Perigee— 0219, Apogee— 03/07
Full Moon —02/16, New Moon —03/02-03
Highest Declination (Elevation):03/12-13
Lowest Declination (Elevation):02/25-26
Solar: Overhea 02/16: - 12.7S, 0315: - 2.2°S
USAF Predicted Solar Flux Average:
02/15-03/15: 131 (Down 5)
M eteors:
All Showers: 02/15-02/28,14Active, 3 Peak
1 Minor shower
03/01-03/15, 18Active, 5Pek
1 Minor showers
More meteor info at:
http://comets.amsmeteors.org/meteors/cdendar.html

Event & Contest Calender 2003
March 08 Irving TX ARC Hamfest

March 1516 St Patrick’s Day Hamfest
Midland, TX

March 29 Weék Signal Gathering
Fresno CA

April 04 144 MHz Sprint

April 05 Ham Expo 2003Hamfest
Belton, TX

April 12 222MHz Sprint

April 19 432MHz Sprint

May 03 Microwave Sprint

May 10-11 50MHz Sprint

June 1416 ARRL VHF QSO Party

July 1920 CQWW VHF Contest

August 2-3 ARRL UHF Cortest

September 1315 ARRL VHF QSO Party

Send me dates important to you all.

New SWOT Members

Reported in February

Thank you al for joining.

Number 3422

K5RLA CarlaDyer Cisco TX Grid EM02

Number 3421

WA7MLD Marvin L. DixonVancouver WA Grid CN85

SWOT Net Announcements and News

Sorry for the too quick natice last month.

Jim Kennedy, W5SSG has announced that he will
cortinue to be the NCS for the Southwest Oklahoma
SWOT Net. Belooking for himat 7:30PM Central
from EMO4.

From Karl N7DMA:

I' mtryingto promote more 2-Meter activity in southern
Arizona. We aurrently have asimplex group onFM, bu
I' dalsoliketo seemore activity on 2Meter weak signal
modes. Currently, the only adivity |I' veredly naticed on
SSB (aside from the randam QSO) is the Sunday
Morning SWOT Net. I' m propasing a2-Meter SB
Activity Night on Thursdays, starting 1/30/03. | redize

it" s dhort notice, but tonight isjust a preli minary meding.
I' ve gotten the word out to others, so there will probably
be4 o 5 of usontonight. Future plansinclude a2 Meter
CW Activity Night. Will work out the plans for that one.

| d'so plan on announcing this onthe SWOT Net on
Sunday morning.

Thisisthe plan. Meset at 0200z (7 PM MST) on 144210
(USB) every Thursday night. N7DMA will be Net
Control. After check-ins, we' |l switch to aroundtable
discussion format.

Due to equipment limitations of some of the locals who
want to participate, thisfirst net (and only the first) will
be conducted with vertical polarization.

I' ve dsoincluded thisinformation on my web site
(www.n7dma.com, foll ow the NASA Link).

Thanks es 73,
Karl N7DMA

SWOT Net Reports

Here are the net reports for December and January. The
first figure listed for ead date is the number of check-
ins and the seandis the number of grids.

Northern Califor nia (Sunday)
Month of January:

01/05-93

01/12-88

01/19-79

01/26-78

Totd of 16 different Grids, 3 states and a breakdown of
22 checked in once

32 checked intwice

34 checked in three times

34 checked in all four time for the month....
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Northern Missouri (Monday) Southwest Oklahoma (Thur sday)

01/06... 3919 New Reaord

0V13... 3§19 /20... 22/09 @/27... 22/13 01/23... 07/?? 01/30... 05/?? 02/06... No Report
02/13 ... No Report

Central Louisiana (Tuesday)
East Texas Pineywoods (Satur day)

0V/21... 07/07 01/28...11/09 02/04...10/10

02/11... 1008 0V25... 12/06 @/01... 16/07 (2/08... 1507
0215 ... 0905

North Texas (Wednesday)

0V/22... 27/14 Q/29... 36/20 ®/05... 2710
02/12... 2815

SWOT OFFICER NOMINATION

| nominate for the officeof:
Name & Call

Circletoidentify:
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary-Treasurer
Board Member — (4 Positions)

From:

Your Name, Call and SWOT Number

Send to; KASDW!I, Art Jackson, 6516 Simmons Rd., N Richland Hills, TX 76180-4243 or
Email to: kabSdwi@sbcglobal.net

SIDEWINDERS ON TWO” ENROLLMENT OR RENEWAL FORM

NOTE: Though your membership and number are goodfor life you must renew annually to recave the newsletter and stay on the
adivelist..

Enclosed find check/MO. to: New member---$1200 Renewal ----$12.00

Howard Hallman WD5DJT, SecTreas.

3230Springfield Lancaster, TX 75134-1214

New Member. | have worked the foll owing members:

Call: SWOT No. Call: SWOT No.
Renewing: My SWOT No. is

Name; Call Grid Square
Stred address

City State Zip Code
Telephone Nos. E-mail

11



SWOT NETS

Day L ocal Area Net Frequency Net Control
Time Station
SUN 8:30A TUCSON AZ ARIZONA 144.250 N7SQN AL
SUN 8:00P VACAVILLE CA NORTHERN 144.250 W60MF LARRY
CALIFORNIA
SUN 9:30P HOLLAND Ml Ml SWAM 144.155 K8NFT
MON 7:30P ALBUQUERQUE NEW MEXICO 144.200 N5XZM BOBBY
MON 8:00P COLORADO ROCKY MT. VHF + 144.220 NOVSB WE0OAL
NOPOH
MON 8:00P N. CENTRAL MO. N. CENTRAL MO. 144.250 NOPB PHIL
KBOPE DAVE
MON 8.00P SANDUSKY E. MICHIGAN VHF 144.250 WB8IDT BART
TUE 8.00P CANOCTYS NORCAL 144.250 KF6BXH BILL
TUE 8.00P EM31 LA. CENTRAL 144.250 K5MQ DAVE
LOUISANA
WED 8.00P IA-MO-IL TRI STATE 144.250 WZ9D N9CXO
WED 9:00P NO TEXAS NORTH TEXAS 144.250 W5FKN BOB
THU 8.00P CA SOCTYS NORCAL 144.250 KAG6CHJ PAUL
THU 7:30P DUNCAN OK SOUTHWEST 144.250 K5WPN WADE
OKLAHOMA
THU 9:00P TENNESSE UPPER 144.225 N2BR BOBBY
CUMBERLAND
SAT 7:00A EAST TEXAS PINEYWOODS 144.250 K5LOW DON
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